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Goals of Lakes Survey

ÁOne Component of the National Aquatic Resource 
Survey Initiative

ÁReport on the condition of the Nationôs Lakes
ü Statistically valid design that represents the condition of all lakes 

ü Regional and national estimates of the condition of lakes, option for 
State-scale estimates

ü Use consistent sampling and analysis procedures to ensure the results 
can be compared across the country

ÁPromote State and Tribal capacity for monitoring and 
assessment

ÁPromote collaboration across jurisdictional 
boundaries in the assessment of water quality
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Survey Design Objectives 

ÁReport on the proportion of lakes (+/-5%) in the 
conterminous U.S. that exceed a threshold of 
concern using selected indicators with 95% 
confidence

ÁReport on the proportion of lakes (+/-15%) in a 
specific eco-region grouping that exceed a 
threshold of concern using selected indicators 
with 95% confidence

ÁMeasure indicators representing biological 
condition, recreational use, and trophic status

ÁReport on changes in lakes from National 
Eutrophication Study
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NLA analysis progress

ÅSurvey comprised 

of 11 components

ÅConsiderable 

progress made in 

analyzing the full 

dataset.
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Design and reporting
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ÅTarget definition: ñlakesò > 4ha, with > 

1000m2 openwater; >1m; several types 

excluded. 

ÅClassified by size, state, and nine 

aggregated Omernik Level 3 ecoregions. 

ÅAfter reconnaissance, replacements and 

state-wide add-ons, 1,028 target lakes 

sampled, plus 124 candidate ref. lakes.

ÅProbability draw represents 49,546 lakes
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Map of Survey Lakes

http://www.epa.gov/


Reporting Regions

CPL Coastal Plains

NAP Northern Appalachian

NPL Northern Plains

SAP Southern Appalachian

SPL Southern Plains
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TPL Temperate Plains

UMW Upper Midwest

WMT Western Mountains

XER Xeric
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